
Role of FMCBC
Through leadership, advocacy and education, the 

FMCBC works to protect and maintain access to 

backcountry areas for quality, non-motorized, 

recreation in BC. Our membership is comprised 

of a diverse group of non-motorized backcountry 

recreationists including hikers, rock climbers, 

mountaineers, trail runners, kayakers, mountain 

bikers, backcountry skiers and snowshoers. As an 

organization, we believe the enjoyment of these 

pursuits in an unspoiled environment is a vital 

component to the quality of life for British 

Columbians. Written by Bill Maurer
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billm@millsoft.ca
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History of FMCBC 
● Originally formed as Mountain Access Society in 1962

● Founding Clubs - ACC Vancouver, BCMC, VOC, 
North Shore Hikes, SFU Outdoor Club, 
Valley Outdoor Club, Vancouver Natural History assn.

● Incorporated as FMCBC in 1972

● Held major conference on access to backcountry in 72

● Formed the Adopt-A-Trail program in late 80s 

● Receives grants for trail maintenance

● Formed Canada West Mountain School in late 80s



Mountain Access Issues
1. Seymour – gated road, restricted parking

2. LSCR - gated road

3. Lynn Headwaters - gated road

4. Grouse (Baden Powell) – gated, restricted access

5. Grouse (Snowshoe trail) – backcountry skiers restricted

6. Cypress - gated road restricted access

7. Chance Creek – restricted parking?

8. Skookum – Not-motorized zone not enforceable

9. Garibaldi Park – User fee for overnighting

10. Rubble Creek – road not plowed



11. Garibaldi at Squamish - threatens Brohm access

12. Callaghan Valley – blocked access

13. WOP – discontinued access corridor

14. Rainbow watershed – Not-motorized zone not enforceable

15. Whistler – no BAC to musical bumps

16. Singing Pass Road – gated and permanently closed 

17. Blackcomb – no BAC to blackcomb glacier

18. Garibaldi Park - heli skiing allowed

19. Darling Lake trail - stop work order

20. LRMP - all non-motorized zones not enforceable

21. LRMP - detailed boundaries not available

Sea to Sky Access Issues



Effective Advocacy Organization
● Transparency

● Decentralized

● Advocates able to publish

● 2 way social media

● Documentation - master plans, permits, digital maps

● Connections with Parks officials, forestry officials, 

commercial operators, and politicians

● Conflict of interest avoidance

● Collaberation, peer review

● Rigorous methodology

● Verification - names, dates, sources 

● Fact based dispute resolution process



Website includes Cloudburst newsletter

Organizational Structure



● List membership is only known to exec

● Lists closed to public

● Only exec can post to website or facebook

● Public cannot post to facebook

● Only exec email available to public

● No direct access from advocates to public

● No direct access from public to advocates



Recommendations 

The problems at the FMCBC are organizational in 
nature and not due to a lack of good advocates.

Making organizational change would have a 
much more permanent effect than requesting 
endorsements.

Following are recommendations for a set of 5 
tasks for organizational change as well as 5 issues 
which are of high importance to the BCMC.



Organization Recommendations 

1. No censorship of advocacy work by the exec team.

2. Allow committee members to update their 
committee specific section of the FMCBC website.

3. Allow non-members to send email messages to the 
various committee lists, ie FMC-RCTB@LISTS.UBC.CA, 
FMC-DIR@LISTS.UBC.CA. Disclose the membership of 
the lists to the member clubs.

4. Enable public posting to facebook group 
mountainclubs.

5. Committee heads should manage access to 
listservers for their groups.

This will enable all advocates across the province to 
work their issues in parallel in a public forum



Issue Recommendations 

1. Cypress BAC

2. Singing Pass Vehicle Access to park boundary

3. Darling Lake Trail

4. Enforcement of all non-mechanized LRMP zones, 
especially the Skookum

5. Stop Garibaldi at Squamish Resort

The FMCBC should endorse and advocate all 
these items to government.



New Organizational Structure



● Issues will get traction based on member 
demand and volunteerism

● Public can report access issues

● All club members can get involved

● Transparent

● Decentralized

● Advocates fully enabled to work their issues

● Complete 2 way communications

● No more bottlenecks. 
Able to work dozens of 
issues in parallel

● Staff can focus on 

support where required



Splintering of Advocacy function 

Due to the high degree of central control in the FMCBC 
many groups have formed their own advocacy 
organizations or sites. Some of these continue to work 
within the FMCBC as well as outside and some have 
discontinued their relationship with it altogether.

● http://bivouac.com/SAbxLister.asp

● https://www.garibaldipark2020.com/

● https://bcmc.ca/blogs/home/

● https://medium.com/@stevejoneshikes

● http://www.access-society.ca/

● http://squamishaccess.ca/

● http://nsmba.ca

● http://www.ubc-voc.com/wiki/Conservation_and_recreation_access

● https://www.facebook.com/groups/southcoasttouring/
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What the FMCBC really promotes 



CBC article Mar 27, 2017 



Dead end reporting by public 



Funding BC Parks is a bad idea 

● They block 
legitimate trail 
clearing efforts 
to areas like 
Mamquam.



● They channel most funding into front country 
car based campsites and very little into 
backcountry projects.

● They are imposing user fees in Garibaldi Park 
in undeveloped areas when staying overnight.

● They spend the bulk of their time doing 
enforcement against backcountry users.

Rubble Creek trailhead



Right to Roam 

● The concept that the public has the right 
to roam on public lands and across private 
/ leased land that blocks access to public 
land.

● This should form the basis of everything 
that our advocacy organization does.

● Andrew Weaver introduced a private 
members bill on Feb 27, 2017.



● 21 Mile Creek Watershed Snowmobiling (Jul 2013)

● Chance Creek FSR Parking (2008)

● Ski Hill Operations in BC Parks (Aug 2015)

● Coquihalla Pass Resort Proposal (Jan 2009)

● Este-tiwilh/Sigurd Creek Conservancy (2009)

● Garibaldi At Squamish Resort Proposal (Jun 2015)

● Garibaldi Management Plan Amendment (Mar 2012)

● K’zuzalt/Twin Two Conservancy (Aug 2013)

● Lillooet LRMP/Winter Recreation Zoning (Jul 2004)

● Lillooet River Valley Run-of-River Projects (?)

● Sea-to-Sky LRMP/Winter Recreation Zoning (Oct 2009)

● Smoke Bluffs (Aug 2015)

● South Chilcotin Mountains Park Planning (April 2014)

● Whistler Heli-Skiing Avoidance Procedure (?)

● Whistler Trails Planning Working Group (Sep 2014)

FMCBC SW BC Rec & Con page 



FMCBC SW BC Trails & Access page 
● BCMC Trail – Grouse Mountain (Aug 2015)

● Callaghan Valley(Oct 2014)

● Chilliwack Forest District Trails (?)

● Chilliwack Recreation Advisory Group (Dec 2016)

● Chilliwack River Trails Restoration Project (2014)

● Cypress Provincial Park Trails

● Elk Mountain/Mt. Thurston Trail

● Grouse Grind Trail

● Howe Sound Crest Trail (May 2015)

● Lions Bay Parking and Trail Access

● Lake Lovely Water Trail (Oct 2008)

● Porteau Cove Development

● Skookum Creek Power Project (Jan 2015)



No dates on correspondence 



Next Steps ??? 

➢ $10 of every BCMC membership 
fee goes towards FMCBC 
membership.

➢ $7 goes towards liability insurance 
provided by the FMCBC. 

➢ We are large enough to purchase 
the same liability insurance at a 
similar price.


